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It sounds like the title to a horror movie. In a way, it is.
We at Bills Lake have experienced an invasion twice in recent years. Once it
occurred in the early 2000s when our trees were inundated with gyspy moths.
To be sure, they aren’t considered exotic. As it turned out, the right combination of humidity and a certain fungus wiped them out overnight. But it took
over a year of misery. Ask someone about the nightly chewing.
In about 2005, we started to notice zebra mussels clinging to hard objects such
as the bottoms of our boats. They probably came in through our public access
via the bottoms of boats which weren’t clean. The theory is that they came
over from Russia in the 1980s in dumped bilge and then worked their way
through the years to our waters. They know how to clinge.
They are termed exotic because they are not native; they come from somewhere else. Moreover, they are dangerous because they don’t have natural
enemies. As a result, they can take over a lake because they multiply so rapidly. We saw this in 2006 when our waters turned green with a slimy pond scum.
Then the next year, we had outlandishly great transparency numbers as things
got cleaned up by the critters but at the same time left a different habitat for
the fish population.
What are the exotics these days? Plants that come in and multiply expontentially in a short time. Eurasian Milfoil and Starry Stonewort are the most infamous. In the worst cases, boats can’t drive through their thickets. On a routine
basis, various agencies alert us to be on the lookout for a new version of these
culprits. They now called them Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS).
Called the Aquatic Invasive Species Landing Blitz, the Michigan Waterfront
Alliance is promoting a sixth annual effort to educate. They seek volunteers to
spend a few hours at our public access talking to boaters about how important
it is to enter our waters in a clean watercraft.  They plan a state-wide effort on
two-weekends -- the ones before and after July 4th.
Details regarding this effort can be found on pages 8 and 9 of this newsletter. It
involves organizing teams of 2-3 volunteers who are willing to spend a couple
of hours at our public access each day  talking to boaters and handing out
materials. In terms of volunteer sign-up (maybe an outing under a good cause
with your neighbors), it’s all there
Besides the education part, this effort shows the public that we residents care
about the State of our Lake and we are willing to expend a little effort to keep
it that way.

2019 Calendar
Saturday, May 25th
Friday, June 14th
Saturday, June 15th
Saturday, June 29th
Saturday, July 6th

Association Meeting
Lakewide Garage Sale
Lakewide Garage Sale
Association Meeting
July 4th Contests
Circle of Fire

10:00 a.m.
Your choice
Your Choice
10:00 a.m.
Details in 7/4 newsletter
9:59 p.m.

Sunday, July 7th
Saturday, Aug. 31st.

Circle of Fire Rain Date
Association Meeting

9:59 p.m.
10:00 a.m.

Communications

Bills Lake on Facebook

For the past nine years, periodic mass e-mails have been sent
to Bills Lake residents. Content has run the gamut from bear
sightings (yes, we had one last year) to reports of vandalism and
stolen property to announcements of lost items (swimming rafts,
canoes, and sailboats that became unmoored) and found items
(dogs, dock sections and sailboards). Some messages involved
items for sale.
If you have not been receiving these announcements,
please contact Ed Waits regarding your e-mail address. If you
don’t wish to receive these missives, let him know.       
edwaits@charter.net

Ever on the cutting edge of 21st Century technology, the Bills Lake Association communicates through mass
e-mails and our website. But we also offer a Facebook
page.
The link is www.facebook.com/billslake.net/
If you can’t access it this way, type Bills Lake Association
into Facebook’s Search bar.
Sherry Moline posts community news that might
be of interest: from the lake and from the township. She
also posts photos. She can be reached at
moline819@charter.net or 616 466-8785.

Our free library: It’s not so little

Partying on the weekends.

Yes, Bills Lake has its own library for your summertime reading  pleasure. The selections are extensive -- over
2000 titles -- and can be viewed on our website. The library,
located in the Apace zone at 8865
Lake St., is open on  summer
weekends from 1:00 to 3:00 or by
appointment.
The librarian, Barb Neueither, offers exceptional service. If
you contact her with a title
(neureit2@gmail.com  or 652-7829), she will pull it from the
shelves and have it waiting for you. She periodically sends
out e-mails announcing recent arrivals.
Although the Bills Lake Association donates money
to this effort, most of the books arrive through donations. If
Barb has more than one copy of a particular title, she offers it
at our annual lakewide garage sale and uses the proceeds to
purchase recent publications. In other words, turning pages
of hard copies is still alive and well and available on Bills
Lake.

There is a certain element that enjoys being on the
lake in the middle of the night on certain summer weekends.
Such activities have wonderful potential  until they intrude on
the peace of those who are trying to get some sleep. “Intrusion” includes loud music and loud bad language.
Indeed, there is an Croton Twp. noise ordinance
prohibiting this kind of activity; it is posted on our website. Undoubtedly the revelers haven’t read it and/or simply don’t care
but they should know that this behavior warrants loud protest
from those onshore, a call to the authorities, and if possible,
some photos. Time has been provided for noise: 11:00 a.m. to
7:30 p.m. each day.
Hard copies of the Bills Lake Directory are periodically published
and distributed to those who ask for them. But the document
is only as accurate as the information provided. Often enough,
there is not sufficient communication regarding home sales and
deaths.
Please help:

edwaits@charter.net or 652-2629

The State of our Finances

Good News: we are solvent; Bad News: we lost money last year
At the Labor Day meeting last year, those present were taken aback when Treasurer Lynda Fox announced that our bank
accounts totaled $700 less than the previous September. Things got a bit more confusing when she added that flare sales in 2018
yielded almost a $700 profit. This revealed the need to answer some fundamental questions:
1.  How much does it cost to operate the Bills Lake Association in a typical year.
2.  The shortfall obviously comes from those who don’t pay the voluntary dues. How many pay and don’t pay?   
      Where are the weak zones?
3.  How do flares sales factor in?
4.  How do contributions to the Lake Street Library and Camp Trotter factor in?
Below is a spreadsheet that answers these questions. It reveals that it takes a bit over $2,000 to cover the essentials. But it
does not take into account the cost of flares which we recover (we hope) through sales, nor does it account for the $1,250 in
contributions that we made to the library and Camp Trotter last year.
As it turns out, our dues collections almost equaled basic expenditures.  However, our contributions produced the deficit
even though the profit from the flare sales brought it down. Bottom line: we spent more money than we took in.
Last September, those present voted to increase the price of flares to make sure that sales would cover the costs. After all,
residents whose dwellings are located on the shoreline don’t hesitate to purchase them. However, that is clearly not the case with
dues.
The spreadsheet below is revealing. We could have broken even if 3 more residences (not residents) had paid their dues.
70% paid, respectable in that some do not live on the lake.  But in any event, the dues wouldn’t cover the contributions if we vote to
continue them.
Decisions to be made at the Memorial Day meeting: Do we raise the dues to $20? Or does this absolve those who don’t
pay while penalizing those who do? What about better strategies to collect? What about lowering the contributions?
The good news: As of April, 2019, our treasury has approximately $2,700. Moreover, we are a non-profit with a tax-exempt
number to prove it By law, we are not supposed to have a lot of money.
The bad news: According to Lynda, we have been steadily losing money since 2013 when we ended with a balance of approximately $7,000. 2014, approximately $6,000; 2015, $5,000; 2016, $4,000; 2017, $3,500; 2018; under $3,000. Same with last
September.
If you have an opinion, attendance at the Memorial Day meeting would be a good idea.
Revenue

Expenditures

from Dues

Zone

Number Paid

Number of Residences Percent
77
26

Amount
330

Property taxes

556

Apache

20

Insurance

476

Blackhawk

7

16

44

125

Electricity

291

Cherokee

5

11

45

80

Lake testing

137

Dakota

9

10

90

135

July 4th Newsletter

60

Erie

12

14

86

180

Directories

70

Fox

11

16

69

185

Garage Sale ads

40

Geronimo 1

16

28

57

275

Website

19

Geronimo 2

5

8

63

70

Trophies

563

Hiawatha

43

52

83

665

2,212

Iroquois

8

13

62

130

Total

136

194

70

2,175

Total

2,212 - 2,175 = 37

Contributions
Camp Trotter

750

Flare cost

2008

Shortfall = 3 Dues

Library -- 2018

250

Flare sales

2679

Payments

1,000

Difference

671 Profit

Total

Total
Shortfall

366

Bills Lake Transparency Averages from 1984 - 2018
Year
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

Average
13.0
10.0
10.0
13.0
16.0
13.0
14.0
9.0
12.0
13.0
12.4
9.7
11.3
13.1
12.4
9.9
13.0
9.2
12.7
10.0
11.2
9.8
13.0
10.4
19.6
14.0
13.0
13.2
10.8
9.6
10.9
9.9
8.8
10.0
14.5

Although transparency readings on Bills Lake are the weakest part of our Lake Testing (see article at
the end of the association report),  residents and visitors alike still marvel at how clear our water is.
This was especially true at the end of last summer and into the fall when it was evident that we had
had a good summer. An unofficial (beyond the CLMP calendar) reading on September 20th, yielded a
reading of 20 feet.
The statistics and graph below show that over the years, Bills Lake transparency goes from 10 to 15
feet. Last summer, we averaged 14.5 ft, on the high end. Overall, our average is just under 12 feet.
Why? For one, we are at a headwater of the Rogue River Watershed. Very little water comes in and
out of Bills Lake. Years ago, it was calculated that the Flush Time - the time that water which comes
into the lake eventually leaves -- is four years. Instead, most of our water comes from “cool springs”
beneath the surface. In addition, Bills Lake is deep, an average of 18 feet. Readings are taken from the
90’ Deep Basin located just off Deer Point.
In other words, If we foul up our lake, it would be our fault, not the outside forces that plaque other
area lakes. Water from, say, the Muskegon River does not flow into our water as it does at Brooks and
Hess. Once upon a time, the transparency average of Hess was 2.0 feet.
Fortunately,  we have a mostly educated and conscientious population that appreciates what we’ve
got. Bills Lake property is a hot commodity because of its clean water. People who live here don’t rake
leaves or ashes into the lake. They maintain their septic systems. In other words, we don’t provide
fertilizer (nutrients) for growth which will cloud the clarity.
A significant culprit is run-off from impervious surfaces. The vast majority of our shoreline is developed
with its accompanying problems. When it rains, bad stuff -- -- motor oil and tar from the roads, debris
from rooftops, debris and fertilizer that washes to the shoreline because the grass is cut so short, etc.
-- goes downhill and enters the lake. Fortunately, we have volunteers who pick up litter, both from on
and around the lake. It’s an attempt to keep what we have as clean as possible even though we don’t
want to completely civilize nature.
Our Lake Test results -- in excrutiating detail -- can be found at the upper left hand corner of the Home
Page of our website ----   www.billslake.net

Average
25.0
20.0
15.0
10.0
5.0
0.0

Household Hazardous Waste Collection
Held @ the Newaygo County Road Commission
M-20 just west of M-37
Saturday, June 1, 2019
8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m

If you question dumping it on the ground or down your drain, we take it!
Hazardous items accepted at No Charge for Newaygo County residents,
though donations are greatly appreciated!

**NEW ITEMS WE’RE ACCEPTING**
Televisions and old monitors-$20.00 fee each
Electronics (Printers, tablets, cellphones, laptops)-Free Drop Off
Tires will not be accepted this year. Grant was not granted.
No ammunition or explosives. No compressed gas cyliners.
If you have questions, call the Newaygo County Board of Public Works at 689-7213

Lake Convention Notes
The following consists of notes and observations, in no particular order, that come from last October’s Lake Convention.
•

According to the nice man wearing the Michigan Loon Preservation Society sweatshirt (a.k.a The Loon Ranger), loons
mate for life. If a loon loses its mate, it doesn’t “remarry.” It goes it alone for the rest of its life. This is an explanation as to why we have had a single loon on Bills Lake for the past several summers.

•

I was fortunate to sit at a table with one of the DEQ guys who approves permits. I also attended a seminar on the
approval process, presented by another of them. Yes, an individual can put chemicals into the lake to eradicate
weeds but there are severe restrictions in terms of what (fill in the blank)cide you use and the extent of the area
you “treat.” 40’ by 40’ seems to be the parameter. Of course, you have to apply for a permit which may take awhile
for approval because by law (I don’t understand this part), there are only five individuals in the state who review and
approve permits.  You should also be aware that any chemical ending in the suffix cide is a poison which will have
unintended consequences. Just as with side effects when you take a pill, there is no such thing as no effect on lake
water other than your goal. As one speaker said: “There is no such thing as a herbicide that will kill only what you
want it to kill.” Also, over time, plants become more resistant to chemicals, just as with pain killers you put into your
body. You have to use more over a longer period of time. Again consequences.

•

The Michigan Lake and Stream Associations Inc. (ML&SA) has been renamed the Michigan Lake Steward Associations
(also MLSA). That’s because throughout the years, this organization just couldn’t get river folks on board in terms of
initiatives. However, this group has been extremely helpful in terms of lake testing, educational conferences, a very
valuable quarterly publication, and more specifically, explanation and clarification of riparian issues with regard to
lake law. There are many organizations which strive to protect lakes. The bottom line here is the admonition: Don’t
go it alone in our efforts. There is lots of help available besides the MLSA. One is the Michigan Waterfront Alliance,
a lobbying group. Another is the MSU Extension Service. The umbrella governmental group is MICorps. Of course,
there is the DNR and DEQ. There are others which comprise the Michigan Inland Lakes Partnership.

•

Rocks and boulders are the answer. The DEQ is not very enthusiastic about sea walls which may serve to protect
the owner’s lakefront but in turn send the force of the waves down to the neighbors. Furthermore, if everyone on
Bills Lake put in a seawall, we would, in effect, be the Bills Lake Bathtub. Instead, rocks and boulders are preferable
in they disperse the strength of the waves and also allow wildlife to get on shore (which may be a dubious benefit in
terms of defecating ducks and geese). Wave action from wake boats and jet skis has exacerbated this problem.

•

According to attorney Cliff Bloom, it would virtually impossible to write legislation that would be effective In terms
of regulating wake boat activity. There are simply too many variables in terms of boat speed, size of waves, distance
from shore, the size of the lake, etc, This does not even to take into account the issue of very difficult enforcement.
Besides, according to Bloom, the boat lobby in Michigan is very powerful. The sale of wake boats has energized
their industry “big time.”  At present, there is no solution other than the co-operation of the boat owners. In other
words, it is not helpful to alienate them with verbal attacks. It could make the local situation worse.

•

Contact and co-operation with township officials in terms of lake issues is EXTREMELY important. We are fortunate
that we have a township trustee, Bill Nottleman, who attends our meetings on a regular basis. Township Supervisor
Morgan Heinzman also attends and is attuned to our concerns. The fact that one of our residents, Doug Moline, is
on the Planning Commission is invaluable. If we strive to put something legal into effect, our best chance is at the
local level. Too often, our state representatives are considering legislation that is contrary to our needs and concerns.
That’s where our lobbying groups come into the arena.

•

While attending a seminar on the permit process, I was fortunate to meet the DNR guy in charge of stocking our
lake and also got the name of the marine biologist in charge of studying our water. Brian Gunderman is the Fisheries
Supervisor at the Southern Lake Michigan Management Unit. He says that Bills Lake is in the midst of a three-year
stocking program, this year being the second (not sure what this year means). Then it will be every other year. Brian
says that inspections and testing determine when a lake needs to be replenished with fish. The goal is to restore a
balance. He works with marine biologist Scott Handshue who is also assigned to Bills Lake. In other words, we don’t
get more fish by simply asking. They are the decision makers who respond to science, not public begging.

•

You are a riparian if your property touches the water.  Problems arise when there is land between a residence
and the lake which is not owned by that resident. According to Cliff Bloom (35 years of practicing lake law), lots of
people think differently. We have encountered some of these folks, particularly in the Blackhawk zone. Hence, time is
sometimes spent in court which is expensive. Issues such as declarations of “Lifetime Deeded Access” come into play.
According to Bloom, “Deeded access has never been recognized by Michigan courts.” Sometimes a back lot owner
will have exclusive access but Cliff maintains that this is rare.

•

Kristine Rendon, Environmental Quality Analyst for the DEQ, gave an exceptionally interesting (believe it or not) talk
about septic systems. Of particular interest to some of our residents is the use of a powerful dye, which when
flushed down your toilet, will reveal if your septic system is not functioning properly. Kristine says that the dye test
works but there are two caveats that make this impossible in terms of adopting this lake-wide. (1) We cannot legally
force anyone to use the dye and (2) the dye pill is so powerful that it will pe
rmanently stain your toilet.

•
•

About killing invasive species. Several speakers said that treatments should be restricted to specific areas unless an
invasive species, such as Eurasian milfoil, takes over the entire lake. This usually applies to exotic weeds, not native
weeds. To date, Bills Lake does not have this demonstrable problem. If we did, there might be a need for a lake wide
special assessment in which all residents share equally in the monetary pain. But establishing a special assessment
district-- a requirement for this  -- ain’t easy. Nor is getting all residents to agree as to the remedy. Very harsh feelings
will inevitably ensue as residents are legally forced to pay for something they disagree with but that is (1) part of the
democratic process and (2) makes the burden a fair one. Some of us on Bills Lake know what it’s like, for instance, to
pay for snow plowing on our private streets while certain neighbors refuse, yet they get the benefit of our expenditure. Refusal to pay a special assessment, by the way, results in a lien against your property. If you get too stubborn,
you could lose it.

•

Although we have done lake testing in terms of transparency, phosphorous, and chlorophyll for 20 years (and in
terms of transparency lots longer) we have never tested water temperature. Fish vary in terms of temperature
preferences. Sometime they have trouble finding cold water with enough oxygen. But we can only speculate as to
whether the waters of Bills Lake have gotten warmer and thus, the effect if any. Moreover, sections of our lake are
very deep in terms of where the fish could go. But has our lake water gotten warmer over the decades? Has this had
an effect on our transparency, etc.?

•

There was considerable talk about swans, particularly of problems from the mute species. But we on Bills Lake are
no longer concerned …. for now. Others around the state, on the other hand, are currently coping with the problem.
As some of you readers will understand, I listened with bemusement.

							

Ed Waits

The Michigan Waterfront Alliance (MWA) is a non-profit corporation that was formed over twenty years ago in order to
contribute to the creation or preservation of state laws and/or policies designed to protect, preserve, and promote the sustainable
use of inland water resources located in the State of Michigan. Our primary mission will be accomplished by pro-active participation
in Michigan’s legislative process, certain court cases, and/or by direct involvement with natural resources management, or environmental quality focused state agencies or departments.

Aquatic Invasive Species Landing Blitz
Registration is now open for the 2019 Version

Registration as a host location is now open until May 31, 2019 for Michigan’s 6th Annual Aquatic Invasive Species Landing Blitz.
This year’s event period will be from June 28th – July 7th, 2019 and will again include both weekends surrounding the July 4th
holiday. To register as a host for the event if you have not already done so, please send your name, email address, event location
(waterbody, county), event date, and mailing address to receive outreach materials to Kevin Walters (waltersk3@michigan.gov) with
the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality.
The AIS Landing Blitz is a collaborative outreach campaign to raise awareness about preventing the spread of aquatic invasive species
through recreational boating and related activities. This year’s Landing Blitz will build on the previous events (Michigan had 86 host
locations in 2018!). Local volunteer partners will deliver consistent messaging about preventing the introduction and spread of AIS
from the movement of watercraft and equipment between water bodies at both public and private boating access sites throughout
the state. Media involvement (press releases, local news stories, social media, e      tc.) will also be used to create a larger impact.
More specifically, local partners such as lake associations, conservation districts, Cooperative Invasive Species Management Areas
(CISMAs) and others will be empowered to meet with boaters during the event period to deliver messaging that includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•

    “Clean, Drain, Dry” and “Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers!”
    Clean Boats Clean Waters program information
    Boat washing & equipment decontamination procedures (With or without a boat wash station. A boat wash is NOT required   
    for host locations and is NOT required to decontaminated boats and trailers.)
    Reporting protocols for Michigan’s watch list species and others
    Awareness of specific regulations (Part 413 of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act PA 451 of 1994, Fisher                  
    ies Order 245 Fish Disease Control, etc.)
Proper bait disposal

As a host participant, you’ll need to commit to hosting the event at a local boating access site on the date/s and time of your
choosing within the event period and provide at least a couple of volunteers to interact with boaters and deliver messaging during
the event [See the summary at the end of this email for a list of “to-do’s” for host participants]. To officially sign-up for the event,
simply send an email to Kevin Walters at MDEQ (waltersk3@michigan.gov) with your name, mailing address, location for your local
event and the date/s during the June 28th to July 7th event period during which you plan to host the event. All registered host locations will receive outreach materials (examples include key chains, rack cards, towels, etc.) and a digital event handbook (attached)
with messaging tips and FAQs.
DEQ, DNR, and MDARD will support host locations by providing the above referenced outreach materials and messaging handbook
along with a statewide press release promoting the AIS Landing Blitz. Kevin Walters (MDEQ Aquatic Biologist) will also be hosting a
pre-event teleconference call in late June to answer any questions and make sure each host location is comfortable with messaging and expectations for the event. Specific information about participating in the teleconference call will be provided to registered
hosts.
New for 2019: This year’s event will be a Great Lakes Regional AIS Landing Blitz and include events not only in Michigan, but also in
each of the other Great Lakes states and provinces. The “on the ground” efforts of all the sites hosts and volunteers in Michigan will
not change, but the overall impact and reach of the event should be larger since other states and provinces are participating during
the same event period.

Below is a brief summary of what volunteer hosts are committing to by participating in the Landing Blitz.
What volunteers (lake associations, etc.) do:
At least 1 month in advance of the event:
    
    
    
		

Select a boating access site/launch ramp and get any need approvals from site manager
Choose a date/s and time within the event period (Events can range from 1 hour on 1 specific date to several hours
over multiple days)
Assemble a landing blitz volunteer team (3-5 people is a good number)
Register your landing blitz event by emailing Kevin Walters (DEQ) at waltersk3@michigan.gov. Registration emails
should include:

    
    
    

Host name and affiliation (Both individual host name and lake association)
Location (lake, county, ramp location)
Date/s & time
Mailing address where you would like outreach materials sent

   
		
    

Share information about the event via social media, local media and neighborhood groups to help promote aware
ness.
Receive your messaging information and outreach materials from DEQ via postal mail at the address indicated on
your registration
Optional: Arrange for a boat wash to be present during your event

		

    
June:
    

Tune in to the pre-event teleconference to have questions answered and here more about the event details. Tele
conference information (date, time, call-in number) will be provided to all registered hosts sometime in May.
Just before the event:
Meet with your volunteer team before the event and share messaging info.
Event day/s:
		
		
		

Set up a table, chairs and maybe a canopy
Talk to boaters and share the importance of cleaning boats and gear to prevent the spread of AIS
Keep track of how many boaters you spoke to

Post-event:
		

Submit the event survey

What DEQ/DNR/MDARD do:
    
    
    
    
    

		

Handle statewide coordination and promotion of the events
Register event hosts
Send out packets with messaging information and outreach materials
Use statewide press and social media to advertise the overall AIS Landing Blitz event (Specific locations and dates
for individual efforts are NOT included, as these can change with weather, etc.)
Host a pre-event teleconference call to answer any questions and make sure all hosts are comfortable with the
messaging and logistics of the events.
Obtain Governor’s proclamation of “AIS Awareness Week” to coincide with Landing Blitz event period.

For more information, please contact Kevin Walters (waltersk3@michigan.gov) with MDEQ.

Funding the Fireworks
Those who have a view of the north side of the lake on the night of the Circle of Fire are treated to what might be described as a
Grand Finale, a stupendous display of ongoing delight.
The array is provided by Ray Schett, the son-in-law of Steve and Diane Lezman of the Erie zone. Ray and his new bride can be seen
below setting up boxes of the stuff which cover virtually every inch of the long Lezman dock The aftermath which can be seen the
next day is almost as impressive.
But it ain’t cheap. To help pay for it, Ray -- who works in a technology firm on Long Island, NY -- puts a billslakefireworks.com sign
at the end of the dock. It is an opportunity to help with the cost from those residents who don’t purchase and send up their own
displays. A donation becomes an expression of appeciation in addition to the applause.
Legend has it that two years ago, in the midst of a pretty remarkable display before the Grand Finale, the Lezman dock went silent
for five minutes. As it turns out, Ray had sent her out to ostensibly check on wiring before sending the rest up. As she turned
around to go back, there he was on bended knee with a ring in his hand.
What was her answer? Shortly afterward, many of us witnessed quite a celebration on two levels.
billslakefireworks.com also features a superb video of the entire lake lit up with flares. Go to Youtube: Bills Lake 7-1-17 Ring of Fire.

