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Fun on the Fourth
Actually, Saturday July 3rd

2020 - VandeKerkhoff

Becky Martin is once again hosting the Boat Parade which starts at her dock, located four cottages east of Camp Trotter, at
7:30. It would be helpful if you preregistered during the day (not a requirement).
Becky’s cottage has a yellow swim platform and a red MC Boat on a lift. On Saturday, she will be on the swim platform periodically to check in participants. She needs your name and the title of your entry. You can also call or text her at 616 450-3089.
Please put your entry title on a sign to be placed on the right side of your boat in letters large enough to be seen by
people on shore. Votes will be taken from lake residents using your entry title -- one vote per dock. There is only one category: there
are no separate junior and senior divisions.
Please arrive 10 minutes early to line up and remain at the end of the event until the votes are counted and the trophies are
awarded. Please do NOT take a speedy victory lap that might swamp and ruin fireworks that are being set up on docks.

Canoe, Kayak, Canoe, Paddleboat,
and Paddleboard Races --10:00
Steve Bultema, Kelly Kovalska, and
the Ojala family
For the second year, this is a change
in location from Deer Point to the
Apache-Blackhawk cove.
Spectators are urged to watch from
their boats. If on land, please observe a respectful distance.
Kelly and Crew will host children’s
games after the races.

The Commodore John and
Dorothy Mulder Regatta -- 2:30
The Bills Lake Yacht Club wants to remind residents that several buoys will be placed in the
lake on the morning of the annual John and
Dorothy Mulder Memorial Regatta.
Boaters are asked to steer clear of
them during the day and to give the sailboats
a wide berth during the races. There has
been a problem with regard to this in the past.
Please stress this to the boaters in your family,
especially visitors. The buoys will be removed
immediately after the event.
Also, the club wants to remind you:
you can’t put a trophy on your shelf unless you
enter the race. Two years ago, a lonely third
place trophy went unclaimed.

Special Event at 10:30 Saturday night

Donations welcome at www.billslakefireworks.com

Planting Perch in Bills Lake
At the Memorial Day association meeting, Dan Phillips and Steve Jurgens asked those in attendance to consider using
association money to fund the planting of fish in Bills Lake. The issue generated considerable discussion.
• How much would it cost?
• Is there a need given that we get periodic walleye planting by the DNR already?
• Would we be able to get DNR approval if we did planting by ourselves?
• What about the concern that Northern Pike will eat up the newbies (in essence, swallowing our money)?
These two gentlemen agreed to form a committee to look into the nuts and bolts of this proposal and report back at
the June 26th meeting.
As it turns out, their commitment to this was definitely not a
typical “death by committee.” Dan came back to last Saturday’s meeting with homework done, committee met, contacts made, decisions rendered, and plenty of answers.
On June 17th, Dan and Sue Phillips, Bob Stegenga, Ken Dood,
Jerry Elenbaas, and Steve Jurgens “met” with Addie Dutton,
DNR Fisheries Biologist via Zoom. Addie made it clear that stocking perch requires a DNR permit and that the fish
must be purchased through a licensed fishery.
As it turns out, there is one located close by on 120th St. near Locust. Through Stoney Creek Fisheries, we can get
700 five-to-seven inch perch for $1,000. Addie recommended this size in that smaller ones too often serve as bait for
other fish and the larger ones get taken by the fishermen. She also suggested that we stock in the fall and in deep
water to promote the best survival rate. Stoney Creek will bag them for easy distribution. Steve Jurgens volunteered
to pick them up and co-ordinate distribution.
The Fish Committee’s proposal is that the association contribute $700 per year for each of the next four years and
then reevaluate on the fifth year. Although $700 is $300 short, money raised through individual contributions would
be added to get the committee to a goal of $1,000 and maybe beyond. More money in excess of $1,000 means even
more fish in the lake this year. It should be noted that several in the room – non-fisherman –declared an intention to
contribute if this effort were approved.
The committee and Addie also addressed the problem of small pike eating up the walleye and perch. Addie said that
the DNR will be a netting to determine how the walleye are doing and in the process check the pike population in
2023.
  However, getting approval for our fishermen to remove small pike takes even more time. Thus, she is planning a
“work-around” in that she would train a few Bills Lake fishermen to catch northern pike, cut the dorsal fins, and send
them in so that the DNR can determine size and age. Depending on the outcome of this effort, removing northern
pike from Bills Lake might begin as early as 2022. However, five and six volunteers would be needed to embark on this
study. Addie is able to come to Bills Lake sometime during the week of July 18th to train them.
To understate, this was quite a presentation. The ensuing discussion was spirited and intense. Pros and concerns were
expressed by many but the most engaging came from long-time resident Ken Vanderhyde whose late-wife Mary, incidentally, was once our president.
Ken has been at Bills Lake for 36 years. Moreover, he has been involved in a multitude of lake improvement projects
that went well beyond his immediate self-interest. He declared that over the past 20+ years, our association has done
nothing to improve the lake. The only tangible project to benefit the lake occurred 20 years ago when we put in dry
fire hydrants. At the time, we didn’t have the money but we got it done anyway.

Instead, our money these days goes to pay light bills, cover lake monitoring lab fees, provide trophies, pay for communication costs, etc. Although we spend substantial money on July 4th flares, we sell them at a profit. That profit is
more than the $700 that Dan and his committee are asking for.
The bottom line (pun intended):  we have the money. The flares to be sold this week have been paid for. Every flare
sold is $3.00 that goes back into the treasury. So do the dues collected when flares are sold. Although only about 50%
of residents pay dues, many of the non-payers do not live on the lake. Almost all shoreline property owners pay.
The outcome: Those present at the meeting voted to dedicate $700 to perch fish planting this year. Also, $700 for the
same project for each of the ensuing three years.
This Fish Funding Committee will meet to work out a plan for receiving and depositing money under a separate bank
account. Former Bills Lake Association treasurer Jerry Elenbaas will be one of the individuals in charge of overseeing
this fund. Another person will also be appointed.
Details about contributions to follow.

What about the walleye in our lake?
When was the last time our lake was restocked with Walleye by the DNR (Actually the Walleye Association does it
in co-ordination with the DNR)? That was a question that received multiple answers from lake residents but nobody
seemed to know for sure.
Except Addie.
Lake

Species

Strain

Date

Number

Average Length-Inches

Bills Lake

Walleye

Muskegon

10/11/2016

797

5.82

Bills Lake

Walleye

Muskegon

10/3/2017

874

5.7

Bills Lake

Walleye

Muskegon

10/3/2018

800

7.35

Fin clip
Right Ventral
Left Ventral
None

She adds (pun intended): For reference, the Walleye stocked in 2016 with the right ventral fin clip are probably around
18-20 inches in length today. The Walleye stocked in 2017 with the left ventral fin clip are probably around 15-17 inches
and the Walleye stocked in 2018 are probably around 13-15 inches. This of course is all estimated based on average
Walleye growth rates statewide and I should note that male and female Walleye grow at different rates so you might
see some major differences!

The MBW is coming to Bills Lake on Aug.6th
At last fall’s Michigan Inland Lakes Convention and this
springs MLSA gathering, both via Zoom, the topic of how to
prevent Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) was primary. We at Bills
Lake have had our own experience with zebra mussels. Other
lakes have had to contend with Eurasian Milfoil and Purple
Loosestrife.Every year, we get word of a new threat.
Keeping AIS out of the lake is certainly preferable to
dealing with it once our waters are infected, just as preventing

and trailers. A containment mat prevents run-off back into the
lake.They bring the washing unit and two staff who operate
the unit while talking with boaters. They also offer educational
materials regarding aquatic species prevention.
The presence of the Mobile Boat Wash provides an
opportunity to teach boaters the importance of “Clean, Drain,
and Dry” to prevent the spread of aquatic invasive species.

Covid beats trying to recover once the virus enters our bodies.
That’s why there has been such an emphasis on cleaning boats
before entering the lake.
This is an ongoing effort of promotion and awareness.
That’s why the Bills Lake Association is hosting a free Mobile
Boat Wash event on Friday, Aug. 6th. This free, statewide program is brought is sponsored by Michigan State University, the
US Forest Service, and the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE).  It is a trailer-mounted
boat cleaning system which uses heated high-pressure water
that is effective in cleaning most invasive species from boats

Although this announcement is tantamount to
“preaching to the choir” (most residents don’t take their boats
in and out of the lake throughout the summer), it is important
that we get behind these efforts so that the boat washers
don’t feel that they are wasting their time coming to Bills Lake.
Maybe, donuts and coffee. Maybe conversation for awhile in
between boat washing. Maybe some lunch treats. Maybe some
assistance in talking to the “outsiders.” Maybe passing the word
somehow via local newspapers.
This will be discussed at the June 26th meeting.

What can you do to manage gypsy moths in your landscape?
EDitor’s note: This article comes courtesy of Caryn Kersey via MSU Extension Service.  You should add this to your arsenal of gypsy
moth information.

Much of Michigan‘s Lower Peninsula is experiencing an outbreak of gypsy moth (Lymantria dispar L.), an exotic pest. Gypsy moth caterpillars feed on the leaves of oaks, aspen and many other kinds of trees.
Local outbreaks of gypsy moths generally collapse
after three or perhaps four years. Two pathogens,
including a nucleopolyhedrosis virus (NPV), and
a fungal disease called Entomophaga maimaiga,
are especially important at causing gypsy moth
outbreaks to collapse. These two insect diseases
will not affect people, pets or beneficial insects
like pollinators or insect predators. Over time,
NPV will increase in a population and affect more
and more gypsy moth caterpillars. Effects of the
fungal disease on gypsy moth populations can
also be important but vary depending on spring
temperatures and rainfall.
Living in the midst of a gypsy moth outbreak is
not pleasant. There will be a few weeks when
large caterpillars and their “frass” (excrement) are
abundant. Fortunately, the caterpillars will finish
feeding by early or mid-July, usually right around
July 4. At that point, they will spin reddish-brown
cocoons, pupate, and adult moths will emerge.
Neither the male nor female moths do any feeding. After mating, the females lay an egg mass
then die.4
Some trees, including many oaks, aspen, basswood, apple and willows, can be completely
defoliated during gypsy moth outbreaks. However, most of these trees will recover. Deciduous trees (hardwoods) that lose more than 50-60% or more of their leaves will re-flush and produce a second set of leaves,
usually by late July. Producing a second set of leaves can stress the tree but is unlikely to threaten the life of
an otherwise healthy deciduous tree. Ensuring trees receive one inch of water per week, either from rain or
from supplemental water, is important for helping trees recover from defoliation.
Note that occasionally gypsy moth caterpillars will feed on the needles of conifer trees (evergreens). Conifers
such as spruce, pine, fir, and hemlock cannot re-flush during the summer and are more vulnerable than deciduous trees to defoliation. If caterpillars consume all or nearly all of their needles, the trees will die. If gypsy
moth caterpillars are feeding on conifers, control efforts are warranted.

What can you do?
Michigan State University Extension receives frequent inquiries about gypsy moth identification, impacts and
management options for landscape trees. Our first recommendation is to ensure the insect is correctly identified. There are many insects that feed on trees but there is only one gypsy moth!
While living with gypsy moth may be unpleasant, the caterpillars typically only
feed for 4 to 6 weeks. People can choose to tolerate the caterpillars until they
pupate, usually by early to mid-July.
Other options to help protect landscape trees can also be considered. For example, gypsy moth egg masses can be physically removed and soaked in soapy water
for 24-48 hours to kill the eggs. It is best to wait until fall and winter to scrape egg
masses. This allows tiny wasps to develop inside the gypsy moth eggs. Those little
parasitoid wasps will help reduce gypsy moth populations next year.
Burlap barrier bands can be wrapped around a tree trunk. The caterpillars will hide
under the flap of burlap during the day. Every day or so, knock the caterpillars into
a bucket of soapy water to kill them. While this will not affect the overall gypsy
moth population, it can help protect an individual tree. Sticky bands wrapped
around the trunk are sometimes used to prevent caterpillars from crawling up to
the canopy to feed on leaves. Avoid applying the sticky material directly to the bark – it can injure the tree.
Three or four bands of inside-out duct tape around the trunk can also help capture the caterpillars.
Individuals or neighborhoods may consider hiring an arborist to spray or to inject individual trees with insecticides registered for use on gypsy moths. Proper equipment and experienced applicators will be important
to effectively control the caterpillars and reduce effects on non-target insects and the environment. Various
insecticide products are available for homeowners and non-commercial users to apply to trees on their own
property. Follow all label instructions. Some insecticides use the microbial insecticide Btk. This is a naturally
occurring bacteria called Baccillus thuringiensis var. kurstaki that only affects caterpillars that consume
leaves that are sprayed with Btk. These products, however, are most likely to be effective if young caterpillars
are targeted, usually around mid or late May.
You can find a comprehensive list of resources on gypsy moths linked throughout this article at the MSU Integrated Pest Management
website: https://www.canr.msu.edu/ipm/Invasive_species/Gypsy-Moth/. Or simply google “MSU gypsy
moth” and click on the topics of interest.
MSU Extension staff and volunteers can assist individuals with questions about gypsy moth and their landscapes. Clients are asked to upload their question and up to three photos at Ask Extension (https://www.
canr.msu.edu/outreach/ask-an-expert). These inquiries can be submitted any time. The MSU Extension Lawn
and Garden hotline is available from 9 a.m. to noon on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays (1-888-678-3464).
Engaging directly with an arborist (https://www.treesaregood.org/) is recommended for those who wish to
have assistance on site.
This article was published by Michigan State University Extension. For more information, visit https://extension.msu.edu. To have a digest of information delivered straight to your email inbox, visit https://extension.
msu.edu/newsletters. To contact an expert in your area, visit https://extension.msu.edu/experts, or call
888-MSUE4MI (888-678-3464).

Keeping it in the family
Lengthy Legacy on the lake

While hosting a party last summer at his home on Deer Point Court, Davey Vanderhyde mentioned that his family had been on the
lake for 50 years. A guest admired the fact that his clan had been at Bills Lake in one dwelling or another longer than anyone else.
Davey laughed … and for good reason. As with most lake ownership, property on water tends to stay in the family.
•     In 2025, the Mulder-Hribal family will have been here for 100 years. The matriarch, Dorothy Knight, spent summers at
       the lake from 1925 until she inherited the cottage from her aunt and uncle shortly before World War II. At present, 96
years.

       

•     In 1926, Charles Tannewitz sold Lot 13 of the Blackhawk zone to Charles Hazell and Ida Mack who in turn resold the
       property to Al Schlintz the next year. The property and cottage went to Al and Emma’s  daughter Ilene Bultema
       in 1979. She still spends days there. Their grandson Steve and his wife Sandy have a place next door. That makes
94 years
•     The Swifts celebrated 70 years on the lake last summer. Aunt Bea (Beatrice) sold candy and ice cream out of a small
       store located in the Fox zone. They even sold gas from a pump for the then-expensive price of 35 cents per gallon.     
       Larry and Ellen still spend summers here.
•     In 1957, Ray and Jean Bentley purchased a cottage on the west side of the lake in the area known as Shear Pin Point
       (actually, Vanderstel Point). Ray was a pharmacist who worked and lived in Newaygo; therefore he and his family went
out to the lake, not up to the lake. The house is currently owned by their daughter Carol and husband Mark. That
makes 64 years.
•     Craig and Audrey Kidder are the only original owners of Deer Point Drive land when it came up for sale in the 1960s.
They bought their lot in 1965 and built an A frame on it at the entrance of the Deer Point Lane channel. That makes
56 years.

This is but a smattering of examples. Possibilites of families whose descendants have been at Bills Lake for over 50 years include:
Burch
Welch						
Meike						
Dood						
Kellogg						
VanAusdall					
Millar						
Inman		

Botsford
Byrne				
VandeBunte			
Dalebout			
Miller				
Rubingh				
Kelly				

Wienczkowski
Deschaine
Gabrielse
Jeltema
Gerloski
DeJong
Oele

This document will be placed at the end of A History of Bills Lake. If you wish to be included, please provide a summary similar to
the above that contains at the least the date in which your descendants first took up residence at the lake.  
This definitely includes those families who are not on the above list but should be.
edwaits@charter.net
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July 4, 2021

Fourth of July celebration
to be held on the July 3rd
Rain date is Sunday, July 4th. Circle of Fire starts at 9:59 p.m. (a concession to those who find it difficult to
restrain themselves). Flares for $3.00 apiece can be purchased from your zone representative who may ask
you to come to his/her house to pick them up. Extra flares can be obtained from Doug Moline  616 466-8785
Becky Martin
is once again hosting
the Boat Parade which
starts at her dock,
located four cottages
east of Camp Trotter, at
7:30. It would be helpful if
you preregistered during the
day (not a requirement).
Becky’s cottage has
a yellow swim platform and
a red MC Boat on a lift. On
Saturday, she will be on the
swim platform periodically
to check in participants. She
needs your name and the
title of your entry. You can
also call or text her at 616
450-3089.
Addtional details on next
page.

John and Dorothy Mulder
Memorial Regatta - 2:30
After a year’s hiatus,
Jennifer Turner will again
lead the event.  Additional
details on next page.

Canoe, Kayak, Canoe,
Paddleboat, and Paddleboard Races -10:00
Steve Bultema and others.
Spectators are urged to
watch from their boats. If
on land, please observe a
respectful distance.
Kelly Kovalska will lead
children’s game in the area
afterward.

ve

Being careful, and other stuff
The cost of the flares for the Circle of Fire has gone up to
$3.00 each, the primary reason why our treasury is now sufficient for our needs. Only 50 percent of residents pay dues
although some do not live directly on the lake.
Reminder: As you are buying your flares, it would be a good
time to pay your $20 association dues. The money pays for the
hard copies of this newsletter and the website domain name,
(all $21.78 per year of it), the association property taxes and
insurance, and the Fourth of July trophies, among other items.
July 4th weekend is a potentially dangerous time to be out on
the lake, what with the speeding amidst the crowding and wave
making. In addition, we get visitors who don’t know the law.
Please talk to your guests about being extra cautious. A “Safety
on the waters of Bills Lake” poster specifiying some of the
rules can be found on our website.
Save the date: The Mobile Boat Wash is coming to our public access on Aug. 6th. Details are in the digital edition of this
newsletter
Results and pictures of the Fourth of July activities will be
posted on our website shortly after the events. Any photo
that you can contribute to this celebration would be much
appreciated. Yes, you will get photo credit but no money. Please
send to edwaits@charter.net
The Bills Lake Yacht Club wants to remind residents that several
buoys will be placed in the lake on the morning of the annual
John and Dorothy Mulder Memorial Regatta.
Boaters are asked to steer clear of them during the
day and to give the sailboats a wide berth during the races.
There has been a problem with regard to this in the past.
Please stress this to the boaters in your family, especially visitors. The buoys will be removed immediately after the event.
Also, the club wants to remind you: you can’t put a
trophy on your shelf unless you enter the race. Two years ago,
a lonely third place trophy went unclaimed.
Residents are reminded that misfortune can occur on land as
well as in the water. In this case, we are talking about golf carts
and four wheelers which are often operated by overconfident
(read: speedy) but inexperienced drivers, particularly in the
Hiawatha and Geronimo 1 zones.
Please urge your family members and guests who bring boats
in on the holiday weekend to “Clean, Drain, and Dry.” We want
to keep unwanted critters -- both animal and plant -- out of our
water. Preventing them from entering is a lot easier and less
expensive than getting them out.

Parking at the Public Access

Some do a lousy job, too often blocking the turnaround. There have been frequent complaints. If you have
guests who use it, please give them a heads up.
If you are victim of poor parking practice or observe
unacceptable behavior, contacting the Newaygo County
Dispatch might help. There may not be an officer in the area
but enough texts and/or phone calls reporting violators might
generate more surveillance and awareness on the part of the
authorities.   231 689-5288
Becky Martin is once again hosting the boat parade.
The event starts at her dock -- located four cottages east of
Camp Trotter -- at 7:30. It would be helpful if you preregistered
during the day (not a requirement).
Becky’s cottage has a yellow swim platform and a red
MC Boat on a lift. On Saturday, she will be on the swim platform
periodically to check in participants. She needs your name and
the title of your entry. You can also call or text her at 616 4503089.
Please put your entry title on a sign to be placed on
the right side of your boat in letters large enough to be seen by
people on shore. Votes will be taken from lake residents using
your entry title -- one vote per dock. There is only one category:
there are no separate junior and senior divisions.
Please arrive 10 minutes early to line up and remain
at the end of the event until the votes are counted and the
trophies are awarded. Please do NOT take a speedy victory lap
that might swamp and ruin fireworks that are being set up on
docks.
Directory updates: As your zone representative goes around
selling flares, please consult his/her list of directory information
for accuracy. This is especially important in terms of your e-mail
address. A hard copy of the directory will be published and distributed by the end of July to those who request it.
In the midst of the frivolity, it would be very appropriate to thank certain folks for what they do to make July 4th at
Bills Lake memorable. If you received a trophy, it didn’t just
appear by magic: Gord Hicks was responsible. Becky Martin,
Jennifer Turner, and Steve Bultema organized the contests.
Doug Moline is the one who procured the flares and the zone
representatives sold them. Acknowledgement in this newsletter
regarding their contributions shouldn’t be the only one.
Our resident Marian the Librarian, Barb Neueither, has
done a superb job of distributing books from the Lake Street
Library during a time when the rules for pick-up and return have
so drastically changed. If you happen to see her, use your imagination in terms of expressing your gratitude. For a lake community, she provides a unique service.

