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In Memoriam
Dan Kozera passed unexpectedly on January 1st of this year. A stand-out
athlete at Whitehall High School (He is in their Hall of Fame), he went on to play
football and baseball at Kalamazoo College. From there, he earned a law degree
from Valpariso University and practiced law in Grand Rapids until well into his 70s.
He earned “Best in Profession” distinction from the American Bar Association. He
regarded himself as more of a counselor than lawyer and lamented the tendency
of young bucks in the profession to want to litigate in order to help pay for their
law school loans.
In the 1970s, Dan and Mary purchased a cottage on the west side of Bills
Lake. It is still an original although with interior upgrades. In the yard next to the
lake, Dan would enjoy time in the hammock reading about Winston Churchill or
sit at the end of the dock watching the boats go by. He was an amiable presence
with an ever-present smile and a calm, soft-spoken demeanor. Remarkably fit at
age 80, he skied in the early years, played golf as a member of Blythefield Country
Club for 47 years, and practiced yoga.
******
Having spent his youth fishing the Pere Marquette near Baldwin and spending
summers at Sandy Pines. it was Jerry Gerloski’s idea to build a permanent home
“up north.” It took he and Ann eight years to settle on Deer Point Lane where they
became of the original residents of that development. Not content to merely fish
our waters, he establish a business selling American flags and telescoping flagpoles,
spend time at area flea markets and subsequently two days per week at the famous
Indiana Amish community’s site near Shipshewana. He supplied a free flag for association ground’s pole every year. “He loved being at the lake especially in the spring
when the fish were biting and he could fish from the end of his dock,” says daughter
Kristi Snarski who herself lives on Bills Lake. “He would go out every day and get
his daily limit of what he felt like cleaning and then go out the next day and do it all
over again.” Jerry and Ann were married 60 years, 30 of them spent here.
******
Regularly attending Bills Lake Associaton meetings, Keith Meinema was a bit of a
contrarian but was quick to express gratitude for the little things that certain members of the group accomplished. He and his wife Beatrice kept a scrapbook of association newsletters and even in the digital age, always asked for the printing of a
hard copy. Bills Lake was his “happy place” where he enjoyed hosting grandchildren
and great-grandchildren. Almost every summer afternoon at 4:00, he could found
on his or his neighbor’s deck enjoy an end-of-day libation and spririted talk. A 60year member of the Plumbers and Pipefitters Union, he would often be the first to
greet Craig Kidder (himself in the plumbing business) after a Sunday tent meeting at
Pine Grove Church.

Update on the efforts to add a “Bills Lake Walkway”
For the last couple of seasons, there have been discussions about having a walkway around the Bills Lake. This is something that could become a reality within the next couple of years if we all get together and support the project. Many of
us think that a walkway makes sense, especially as we circumnavigate the lake and see the increasing number of walkers,
runners, and joggers. There is also a significant benefit for automobile traffic, as well. A designated zone for bikes, strollers, dogs, and their owners makes everyone safer.
What is it, exactly? The Walkway (or whatever it might be called) is a ribbon of asphalt around the West, South, and East
roadways. It would be designated for nonmotorized travel.
Who pays for it? There are county funds in the 2024 Road Budget that could be tapped if we can raise some of our own
money and if we can gain the support of local foundations.
Can we add something to the sale of flares? Sure, but that is not going to make the Walkway happen. We need to do a
serious fundraising campaign and convince the county and local foundations that we have a serious interest in seeing this
project come to life.
Do I lose my front yard? No, this will be on land that is already in the county-owned roadway.
What’s in it for me if I don’t run or jog or bike? This beautifies the drive around the lake and it will improve the property
values for all of us. More important, there will be safer automobile and pedestrian traffic.
When does this all start? Well, it has already. The township officials have been to two of our meetings to prompt us
to consider this idea. The budget funds are already in a future County Road improvement budget. The idea has been
presented, in concept, to the Croton Township Board, and the County Executive has been approached as well as the
Fremont Foundation.
Where can I get more information? Attend the Memorial Day Lake Association meeting, watch your mailbox, and check
your email. If you want to help, contact Brian Kersey.
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2020 BILLS LAKE INCOME & EXPENSE REPORT
INCOME					
SAVINGS			
BEGINNING BALANCE					
$0.00			
			
DEPOSITS-DUES COLLECTED							
DEPOSITS-FLARES								
DOCK REBATE							
		
INTEREST
						
		
							
$0.00			
			
		
EXPENSES			
FLARES										
DONATIONS-2019 LIBRARY 250, CAMP 500			
		
PROPERTY TAXES						
		
4TH OF JULY TROPHIES/AWARDS				
		
INSURANCE							
		
PRINTING, LAKE MONITORING & WEBSITE			
		
CONSUMERS ENERGY						
		
STATE OF MICHIGAN REGISTRY				
		
GARAGE SALE ADS
		
			
		
							
$0.00			
			
END BALANCE OF CHECKING 12/31/20			
		
			
FLARES NET		
$1,131.52

CHECKING
$3,666.30
$3,012.00
$3,250.00
$0.00
$0.41
$9,928.71

-$2,118.48
-$750.00
-$581.47
-$597.84
-$497.00
-$220.06
-$320.37
$0.00
-$42.55
-$5,127.77
$4,800.94

You might consider bringing $20 with you to the Memorial Day meeting. Also a chair.

Calendar: Summer 2021
Saturday, May 29th
Saturday, May 29th
Friday, June 11th
Saturday, June 12th
Saturday, June 26th
Saturday, July 3rd

Association Meeting
Salute to Summer Cruise
Lakewide Garage Sale
Lakewide Garage Sale
Association Meeting
July 4th Contests
Circle of Fire

10:00 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
Your choice
Your Choice
10:00 a.m.
Details in 7/4 newsletter
9:59 p.m.

Sunday, July 4th
Saturday, Sept 4th

Circle of Fire Rain Date
Association Meeting

9:59 p.m.
10:00 a.m.

Communications

Bills Lake on Facebook

For the past several years, periodic mass
e-mails have been sent to Bills Lake residents.
Content has run the gamut from bear sightings
(yes, we had several last year) to reports of vandalism and stolen property to announcements of
lost items (swimming rafts, canoes, and sailboats
that became unmoored) and found items (dogs,
cats, dock sections and sailboards). Some messages involved items for sale, particularly shore
stations this spring.
If you have not been receiving these announcements, please contact Ed Waits regarding
your e-mail address. If you don’t wish to receive
these messages, let him know.
edwaits@charter.net

Ever on the cutting edge of 21st Century technology, the
Bills Lake Association communicates through mass e-mails and our
website. But we also offer a Facebook page.
The link is www.facebook.com/billslake.net/
If you can’t access it this way, type Bills Lake Association into Facebook’s Search bar.
Sherry Moline posts community news that might be of interest from the lake and from the township. She also posts photos.
She can be reached at
moline819@charter.net or 616 813-6364

Bits and Pieces
Now that we have a brand new public access, there is no need to power your boat on and off.
The spelling of Orson Stray’s name below the photo of his gravestone on the first page of the newsletter is
correct. I have no explanation as to why the name on the gravestone is misspelled. Neither does Jim Morrison,
Orson’s great-grandson. Jim’s great grandmother was Mary Elizabeth Bills.
We have a relatively clean lake. Having your septic pumped out in a timely manner will help keep it that way.

AIS and Covid
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) is a non-native plant or animal, that does harm to the environment – in our
case, water – because it has no natural enemies. Eurasian Milfoil, Zebra Mussels, Asian Carp.
Covid is a non-native (it came from China) virus that does harm to the body because the body doesn’t (yet)
have immunities to fight it.
How to prevent AIS: Do everything possible to prevent it from entering our “body” of water. In other words,
clean boats, clean waters.
How to prevent Covid: Do everything possible to prevent the virus from entering the body. That means
masks and social distancing. It means changing your lifestyle.
What to do if AIS enters the water. Introduce chemicals which will kill it. However, there will be side effects.
Chemicals placed in Bills Lake will not kill only what they are intended to kill. There will surely be unintended
consequences.
What to do if Covid enters the body: Hopefully the body has been vaccinated to minimize the severity of the
disease but there may be side effects after the jab. Loss of energy, fever, chills, etc.
Post Script: At the Michigan Inland Lakes Convention last fall, two sessions were devoted to strategies with
regard to getting owners to clean their boats before embarking. In like manner, there has been considerable
discussion in terms of how to persuade reluctant people to get vaccinated, such as asking pastors to help.

How to cope with COVID?

Read a good book

At a time when there is a need for escape, comfort,
and solitude, reading a good book is a superb solution. One of
life’s great pleasures is to be immersed in a good read and then
occasionally look up to appreciate our beautiful vistas. Then go
back to your reading. Then repeat.
We at Bills Lake are blessed with an
abundance of opportunity for this kind of therapy
on Lake St. Yes, Bills Lake has its own library for
your summertime reading pleasure. The selections are extensive -- over 2000 titles -- and can
be viewed on our website. The library is located in
the Apace zone at 8865 Lake St.
Our librarian, Barb Neueither, offers exceptional
service, especially at a time when we should be six feet apart.
If you contact her with an author and title (neureit2@gmail.

com or 517-512-4067) she will pull it from the shelves and
deliver it to your door. At this time, the quarantine guidelines
for printed material is 72 hours at room temperature. The Lake
Street Library will follow those guidelines until things change.
She periodically sends out emails announcing recent
arrivals and also posts them on the Bills Lake Facebook page.”
Although the Bills Lake Association donates money
to this effort, most of the books arrive through literary donations. “If Barb has more than one copy of
a particular title, she sells them to a local bookstore or donates
them to a local library or nonprofit. The proceeds generated are
used to purchase recent publications.”

Even though it’s virtually unenforceable,
please urge residents and guests to obey.

“We go way back”

Water quality monitoring on Bills Lake over the years
At the 60th annual Michigan Lake Stewardship Associations convention held via Zoom on April 30th, Ralph Bednarz gave a talk about
the history of the Co-operative Lakes Monitoring Program (CLMP) in Michigan. Along with pioneer Howard Wandell (a legend in the
field), he was instrumental in establishing and improving the program. It started in 1977 and has been going on amidst a variety of
changes for 47 more.
It was a bragging right for me to do a side-by-side testing on Bills Lake with Ralph twice during the 2000s. Part of this process was
to make sure that I was doing things right but it was also a terrific chance to ask questions and get advice. After doing transparency
readings and collecting samples, we would retire to my basement “lab” to do the chlorophyll filtering. As you can tell from the photo,
he used professional equipment as opposed to the simplified stuff that the program provides volunteers. Nevertheless, our results
were remarkably similar.
Another bragging right is the length of time that volunteers have been testing our waters. Dick Reinhardt started transparency readings in 1981 and did so consistently from 1984 through 1998 and beyond. In the 2000s, two other tests were added, a new reporting
system was employed, and a composite score was calculated using the three tests: transparency, phosphorus, and chlorophyll. In
essence, our lake got a grade each year.
Results of all this testing can be found in excruciating detail at the upper left corner of our website. It stops at 2019 in that a budgeting kerfuffle last year suspended the funding of the CLMP for 2020. All three tests will resume this summer in the capable hands of
Martha Gabrielse, Caryn Kersey, and Scott Byrne.

Left: Ralph Bednarz in my basement “lab” filtering 50 CCs of Bills Lake water using his special equipment.
The sample would then be sent to Lansing for analysis to determine the amount of chlorophyll in our water.
Over the years, he was second only to Howard Wandell in terms of leadership in the CLMP program and
received a Liftetime Achievement Award from the MLSA in 2018.
Right: Ralph at the 90 foot Deep Basin where samples are collected. Even back then, after samples were collected and we went ashore, he would clean and sterilize the bottom of the DEQ boat that he brought with
him to Bills Lake.

A History of Bills Lake
At last year’s Labor Day association meeting, I volunteered to put together a history of our lake. However, I
was somewhat hindered that fall in that Covid kept me from unlimited access to the Newaygo County Historical Museum. Although I was only able to visit the facility once per week for an hour or so, volunteer research
assistant Cindy Sharp put together
enough raw material to allow me to get
a good start this past winter.
To date, it is 82 pages in length and can
be found and downloaded from our
website ---www.billslake.net
This is a work in progress. It is by no
means complete. As with all such endeavors, new information raises new
questions that require research that I
should be able to do at the White Cloud
Public Library and the Terry Wantz Historical Center in Fremont this summer,
assuming that a new onslaught of Covid
doesn’t close these facilities.
This is a plea to those Bills Lake residents who are related to some of the
pioneers. Please contact me at 231 6522629 or edwaits@charternet if:
You have information to be 		
added to a topic.
You have a new topic that 		
should be explored.
I

You find a mistake or correction.
need all the proof reading help I
can get.
You have photos of the early 		
days, perhaps when your family
first came to the lake. These are
of particular interest to me. I 		
have a scanner and will return
them quickly.
This history is in pdf form which means that you can enlarge the print

Bills Lake History Highlights
•

The prevailing but best educated guess at this point is that Bills Lake was named after Charles W. Bills, the eldest son of
Abel Bills, who was the patriarch of the family. Abel and Almira arrived in the area sometime prior to 1838 from Bohemia,
Austria. He homesteaded farm land on the other side of what is now M82 until he received a land patent in 1857. However,
he didn’t do anything to make him so prominent as to have a body of water named after him. In contrast, his son went off
to fight for the Union in the Civil War and was killed in July 1863. Throughout the nation, cities were renamed for fallen
heroes. The prevailing theory is that Charles was honored in this way. An article from Newaygo Republican confirms this
but if plats of the area were available in both 1860 and 1870, it would further substantiate this conclusion. The 1880 Plat
definitely reveals the name Bills Lake.

•

For 30-40 years in the first half of the 20th century, a very large portion of lakefront land was owned by the three sons
of Joseph Tannewitz Jr. Charles, Joe, and Frank owned all of the Deer Point area – Deer Point Drive, the lakefront land
along 92nd St known as Deer Point Court, and the land in back of the channel known as Deer Point Lane. They also owned
the vacant area next to the Tannewitz barn and the property in the Apache area that we now know as Wildberry Lane.
In the early 1960s, they sold all of this land to John Heemstra Sr. and his group of five investors. Over the years (it gets com
plicated), these three pocketed approximately $100,000 from the sale of all of this (Mr. Heemstra and his investors reaped
far more in profits). Their grandfather, Joseph Tannewitz, had arrived in the area in 1857, worked in the burgeoning lumber
business, and bought land, including farm land on the other side of 92nd St.

•

Johnny Morrison, who owned a cottage on Vanderstel Point in the 1940s and ‘50s, learned to cook when he was hired to
help feed the crew of 300-plus workers who were building Hardy Dam in the early 1930s. Johnny went on to establish
Johnny’s Ice Cream Parlor, Johnny’s Motel, and Johnny’s Restaurant, all located on M37 in downtown Grant. The Morrison
Bills Lake cottage was used as a rental.

•

Before the lumber barons took over the economy of the Croton area – primarily because the Muskegon River provided
power for saw mills – the land was occupied by Indians and fur traders. After Congress enacted the Treaty of Washington
in 1836, the Indians were paid 16 cents an acre to move. Federal agents then sold the land to white settlers for $1.25 an
acre. The government encouraged expansion in that it wanted far-away lands occupied by Americans to avoid potential
conflicts with, in this case, the French. The more legal squatters, the better.

•

Frank and Carrie Tannewitz occupied a farmhouse and 40 acres on land that is now the location of Hilltop General Store.
Frank died in 1970. Carrie lived on long enough to tell stories to Thelma and Betty Miller (not related) about Indians walk
ing up Elm St. back in the day to trade. Hilltop, by the way, used to be Dean’s Trading Post and later Roger’s Trading Post
before it became Ferguson’s.

•

Connections: Camp Trotter for Children, once an internationally recognized chicken farm, first opened in the summer of
1949. Its manager was Tommy Morrison, a World War I veteran who was commander of the Newaygo VFW Post at the
time. Ralph Trotter, for whom the camp is named, was commander of the Michigan VFW and was also a World War I vet.
One of the first campers was Tommy’s nephew, Jimmy Morrison, whose parents owned a cottage on Vanderstel Point at the
time. Jim’s great grandfather, Orson Stray, married Mary Elizabeth Bills, daughter of Abel Bills, on Aug. 9, 1857. When you
proceed down Stray Drive in front of my house, the road turns briefly into Morrison St. Jim, age 79, currently lives on the
Muskegon River near Grant.

•

For a time back in the 1970s, a dye test was used to determine whether spetic tanks on Bills Lake were operating properly
or whether instead bad stuff was leaking into the lake. A dye was flushed down your toilet. If the color was to be found
in the lake, you were in essence guilty of polluting our waters. Only one person refused this volutary procedure and later,
waste water from his washing machine was found in his yard. The test is no longer used, in part, because it requires the
homeowner’s consent and in part because the pill is so strong that it will permanently stain your toilet.

•

The Fourth of July boat parade used to be led by a Grand Marshal. Often enough it was the Newaygo County sheriff or the
chief of the Croton Townshop Fire Department. Sometimes it was a revered resident, maybe someone who had been on
the lake for a long time.

•

Ron Madsen, whose father Art purchased a place in the Blackhawk zone in 1941, used to bail hay in the Tannewitz barn.
Russ Blake, whose family came to the lake in the mid-1950s, owned a cottage close to the barn. He and sister used to milk
cows there as teenagers under the guidance of Joe Tannewitz.

Real Estate on Bills Lake
Unless you have been aboard Perseverance, the Mars spacecraft, for the past eight months or so, you are
probably aware that shoreline real estate on Bills Lake has been selling for above even pre-subprime mortgage days. Buyers have come close to meeting asking prices that are sky-high in relation to what was paid
back-in-the-day. Indeed, residents hear about a sale and can’t help but do the math in terms of their own
dwellings. More to the point, when you hear about the asking price of a home near you, you might think
twice about declaring: “They’ll never get that.”
Ron and Jeannine Lemmon of Patriot Realty are no strangers to Bills Lake. Their business is in Grand Rapids
but they own a place on nearby Sylvan Lake. More to the point, they have been involved in sales here for
decades.
This past winter, Ron released a spreadsheet documenting sales on Bills Lake from Feb. 3, 2004 to Feb 3,
2021. The categories include address, number of bedrooms, number of bathrooms, square feet, lot acres,
year built, original price, list price, and sold price.
There were 61 listings in the document.
•

Two properties sold for more than the list price (the final price after the buyers sometimes decided
to go down a bit). 117% and 103%

•

Eight properties sold for the Asking Price.

•

Thirty Eight properties sold for 90% or above of the List Price. Average: 95%

•

Thirteen Properties sold for 80% or above the List Price. Average 86%

•

No property sold for less than 80% of the List Price

Average List Price: $255,890
Average Sold Price: 241,402
These figures are also fairly accurate with regard to sales during the last year or two. The difference is that
the asking price for relatively small dwellings has gone through the proverbial roof while the percentage
of the sale price is still in the 90s. One property this past winter was sold for $11,000 more than the asking
price. It was a bidding contest.
Conclusion: There’s gold in them thar shorelines.

Be sure to look at the From:
Avoiding e-mail scams

To Bills Lake residents:
Over the winter, I have received messages similar to the following:
“Your PayPal account has been frozen.” I received this multiple times. But it was never frozen.
I received a message from “Navy Federal Credit Union.” It said that “if you didn’t authorize this charge, please contact us with your
name and authorization code. To confirm your identity, enter your Social Security Number.” The first tip-off is wanting my social
security number. Besides, I had never heard of this organization. Another, by the way, is a request to pay something off using gift
cards.
A message ffrom Nancy Waits. My “wife” wanted me to click on a link in order to identify someone in a photo that was ostensibly
connected to the link. But the From: wasn’t my wife’s e-mail address and the misspelling of “from” was the first tip-off. However,
wanting to look at a photo is enticing. Don’t.
From Wal Mart: “Your security is our top priority. Please confirm the following information.” The information had to do with ostensible charges on my credit card for $200 and $100. But the Walmart From: address was a charter e-mail address and I try desperately to avoid shopping at Walmart.
I received a Chase fraud alert from their “bank.” It seems that somebody tried to use my Chase card to buy $200 worth of stuff from
Wal Mart but it was declined. I don’t own a Chase card and don’t have a bank account there. The From: was from jpeach1136@
charter.net. I get similar messages from other banks, occasionally from one where I actually have an account.
I routinely get a message that my credit card from (fill in the blank) has been disabled until I provide certain information. Even
though they may not want my Social Security number, they always want my account number. But these are credit cards that I don’t
have and from banks from which I have no accounts.
There are more examples but the above should be sufficient.

I am writing to you as a precaution. After all, you receive mass e-mails from me. I fear that someday somebody might pick up your
e-mail address as a result of one of my messages and send a bogus message in my name. The thieves might have picked up your
address somehow through my messages even though the addresses are sent through Blind Carbor Copy. Maybe it has to do with a
connection to somebody else on the lake who has been hacked.
This is a reminder that when I send out a Bills Lake mass e-mail, it always begins with the words: “To Bills Lake residents:” Even
more importantly, you should always look at the From: portion above the Subject to make sure it’s my address:
edwaits@charter.net
If there is a doubt, compose a separate e-mail to me from scratch. Do not Reply to any e-mail from “me” that you are suspicious of.
Don’t panic but stay alert. Hopefully, the above is nothing more than a waste of a little of your time (and mine).
Ed

Oak Wilt Disease
At last September’s Labor Day meeting, Anthony Longoria, certified arborist who lives in the Blackhawk Zone,
discussed the issue of Oak Wilt. It is a lethal disease of oak trees which causes them to wilt and ultimately die.
Oak Wilt moves from tree to tree by insects carrying spores from infected trees to freshly pruned trees and
by fungus moving from infected trees through root systems. To help prevent oak wilt, prune oaks in late fall
and winter. Avoid pruning or cutting down in the warmer months. This specially applies to Red Oak trees.

Is the directory worth four dollars?
A First World problem

For the past two decades or more, a hard copy of the
Bills Lake directory has been offered to anyone who
asks for it, free of charge. However, those who get
one are aware that it makes those of us who provide
one feel a little bit better if the recipient has paid his/
her dues.
This was a relatively harmless
business plan. Most, if not all who
asked for a hard copy were more
than willing to pay dues. Some
paid more. All expressed appreciation upon receiving the document. More to the point, it had
only used to cost the association
approximately $1.50 to print one
.
That was because the job was
done by Jennifer of Newaygo
Printing for so many years. She
operated out of a shop adjacent
to Cronk Hardware before moving for a short time to an operation across the street from Love
In the Name of Christ. There was
no order too small and she would
sometimes get the job done in a
day.
But Jennifer and her husband, the former owner of A
Waste Garbage Collection, sold their businesses and
moved out of the area last year. As a result, we found
ourselves dealing with the real world of printing, one
where it takes longer to fill an order and one which is
markedly more expensive.
Last year, Hi-Lites of Fremont printed our 20 page
document for approximately $4,00 per copy.
Is it worth it to continue to offer this booklet to anyone who wants it?

One argument for continuing to offer a “free” directory is that a Bills Lake resident pays $20 and gets
nothing tangible in return unless he wins a trophy on
the Fourth of July. Why not provide something that is
truly appreciated? After all, it still leaves $16 for the
association to pay its bills.
Besides, people like the convenience
of simply picking up a booklet. It’s
a bit like reading a hard copy of a
novel vs. reading it off your ipad or
laptop. Many of us are still used to
paper in our hands.
Finally, if you look at the 2020 page
of income and expenses, you will see
that the Bills Lake association ended
the year with a balance of just under $5,000. Presenting a bill from
Hi-Lites to treasurer Lynda Fox for
approximately $150 certainly didn’t
break the bank.
On the other hand, in this digital
age, most residents simply download the directory when it is sent out
in a mass e-mail (it never appears on
our website). Why not push a few
more people into getting into the 21st century? It will
certainly save the association some money.
These savings over the years have been realized with
regard to printing the newsletters. They are now
presented digitally with the exception of a two-page
version which provides details regarding the July 4th
events.
This issue will certainly be on the Memorial Day meeting agenda. If you have an opinion one way or the
other, you should attend. Bring a chair.

